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[bookmark: _Toc243667623]Who we are
We are the Scottish Human Rights Commission. We are called SHRC for short. We make sure everyone’s human rights are respected in Scotland. 
[image: People in a circle around a woman protecting her underneath a Scottish flag.]
ID: four people linking hands around another person 
We are independent and work with people, communities and public authorities.
[image: People meeting and working together with different speech bubbles]
ID: a group of six people meeting up and chatting.
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We monitor human rights in Scotland. Monitor means to look closely and see if anything changes. 
[image: Man looking through a magnifying glass]
ID: a man holds a spyglass close to his eyes.
We write reports about how to make human rights stronger so that people have better lives. We send the reports to 
· the Scottish Parliament 
· the United Nations 
· the Council of Europe
[image: Report with arrows going in lots of directions]
ID: a report with arrows pointing away from it
We can suggest changes to laws and policies. Policies are written documents that say the rules about how we do things. 
[image: Policeman and symbol for the law and a book with the word policy on it ]
ID: a police officer stands in front of a symbol of the law. |There is a policy ring binder below them. 

Our reports also help people to learn more about human rights. 
[image: Image of a report and a person thinking about human rights]
ID: A person thinking about human rights. There is a human rights report next to them. 


This report is a summary of our work from April 2025 to March 2026. 
[image: The dates 2025 to 2026][image: ]
ID: 2025 and 2026 calendar


[bookmark: _Toc243667625]Our main work in 2025 to 2026
We worked across Scotland and internationally to make human rights stronger, fairer, and better understood.
[image: People in a circle around a woman protecting her underneath a Scottish flag.]
ID: four people linking hands around another person 
Every five years, the United Nations checks how well we are doing our job. They gave us ‘A status’ again. We are proud that this means we are protecting human rights for people in Scotland. 
[image: The flag of the United Nations]
ID: the United Nations logo of a map of the world in a wreath
We spoke to people in the South of Scotland about their rights including housing, health, education and food. We will publish a report about it to tell the Scottish Parliament.
[image: Report with arrows going in lots of directions]
ID: a report with arrows pointing away from it
We spoke to families who have a loved one who has died in prison. After someone dies in prison, there is an investigation called a Fatal Accident Inquiry. 
We learned that these can be very difficult for families. The families made suggestions about how to make Fatal Accident Inquiries better.
[image: Group of people talking and listening]
Image ID: five people sit at a table in conversation
We checked whether people in prison know how to complain. We learned that it can be difficult to complain if things go wrong. 
We work with Parkhead Citizens Advice Bureau to write a guide to rights for people in prison and their families. 
[image: A person behind bars or prison or locked in an institution ]
ID: a prisoner gripping prison bars with their hands


We worked with Gypsy Travellers on a report about ‘the Tinker Experiment’.
We learned that the government, councils and church forced people to give up their way of life. This was against their human rights. People are still living with the harm. The government and councils should apologise and make things right
[image: A meeting with a group of people. ]
ID: seven people sitting round a table. One person is raising a green card above their head.


We shared our State of the Nation report on economic, social and cultural rights. These include housing, social security, food, health and education.
We found that the government is not doing what it should to make sure people have these rights. We took the report to the Scottish Parliament. 
[image: Scottish Parliament building]
ID: The entrance of the Scottish Parliament with the Scottish, UK and EU flags blowing in the wind.


We went to court to talk about the human rights of prisoners. The court case was about transgender prisoners. We told the court about the human rights of transgender and female prisoners and staff.
[image: Judge in court]
ID: a judge banging his gavel
We shared a report about people who are in prison on ‘Orders of Lifelong Restriction’. People who are on Orders of Lifelong Restriction could be in prison for their whole lives. 
[image: man being put in handcuffs]
ID: a person being handcuffed
[bookmark: _Toc243667626]Making our work better
We have two new Members of the Commission. They are called Rosemary Agnew and Aaliya Seyal. We now have five Commission Members, including our Chair. 
[image: New Commission Member Rosemary Agnew]
ID: Rosemary Agnew smiling outdoors. She has grey hair and is wearing a black top. 
[image: New Commission Member Aaliya Seyal]
ID: Aaliya Seyal smiles outdoors. She has black glasses and shoulder-length hair. She is wearing a blue cardigan 


We made our work more accessible, including making new British Sign Language and Easy Read pages on our website.
[image: People using British Sign Language ]
ID: three people signing with their hands


[bookmark: _Toc243667627]Budget 
Our budget this year was just over one and a half million pounds and we used a little less than that.
[image: Image of a laptop displaying Annual Review and Budget and Spend and people looking at the information ]
ID: A group of people standing around looking at a budget screen on a laptop 
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You can find out more on our website: 
Scottish Human Rights

Email: hello@scottishhumanrights.com
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