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Commission Meeting Minutes
Thursday 16 March 2017
11.00am – 2.30pm
Present: 


Judith Robertson (Chair) (JR)
              


Susan Kemp (SK)




Alan Mitchell (AM)





Matt Smith (MS)
In Attendance:  

Sharon Barbour (Minute Secretary) (SB)
                          

Kavita Chetty (KC)




Diego Quiroz  (item 6 only) (DQ)

                          

Clare Nicolson (item 5 only) (CN)
List of acronyms
AAB

Audit Advisory Board

CRPD
Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities

EHRC
Equality and Human Rights Commission

EHRiC
Equalities and Human Rights Committee

ENNHRI
European Network of National Human Rights 


         Institutions

FRAC
Finance Risk & Audit Committee

GANHRI
Global Alliance of National Human Rights Institutions

JCHR
Joint Committee on Human Rights

NHRI

National Human Rights Institution

NIHRC
Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission

NPM

National Preventative Mechanism

SDGs
Sustainable Development Goals

SNAP
Scotland’s National Action Plan for Human Rights

SPCB 
Scottish Parliament Corporate Body

SG

Scottish Government

UPR

Universal Periodic Review

1. Minutes of previous meeting 
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 6 February 2017 were approved with minor amendments.
2. Declarations of Interest

MS confirmed his appointment to the Scottish Police Authority which will commence on 1 April 2017. He has notified SPCB of his appointment.
3. Matters arising
The matters arising report was discussed and the following points noted. 

The Commissioners will draft their interests and responsibilities and pass to JR to collate.

 Action

1. A link to these will be included on the Commissioners’ profiles on the Commission website.
Action

2. A protocol for Commission funding of civil society organisations will be added to the agenda for the next meeting of FRAC.
Action
3. SB to contact the EHRiC clerks to progress a meeting of the Committee with the Commission.
Action
4. SB to circulate the minute of the 4NHRI meeting to all Commissioners (draft minute originally circulated to JR and MS who attended the meeting in Belfast).
An update was provided on arrangements for the SNAP Leadership Panel meeting to be held on 30 March. The members of the panel will be consulted on the discussion that was had at the February Commission meeting, with a focus on the strategy to the year end. The substance of discussion will be on the terms of reference for both evaluation and participation. The interim results of the participation evaluation will come back to the leadership panel when it meets in September. 
KC provided an update on the New Zealand National Action Plan which has introduced an online interface in the form of a monitoring tool for treaty recommendations. 

There was discussion on the next steps for the incorporation work. Which elements of the baseline research the Commission decides to contract out, should support the programme of work the Commission plans to deliver.

Action
5. KC will send a draft terms of reference for the research to SK. A discussion on the division of labour and next steps will be scheduled.
4. Month Ahead and GANHRI Update
The JCHR evidence session on the UPR will take place in London on 26 April. JR will attend.
On 23 March, the Commission will host a Scottish consular breakfast meeting to update on the UPR process. To date, ten have confirmed their attendance. 

KC provided an update on the process for engaging with the Permanent Missions in Geneva, which will take place in the first week of April. 

KC provided an update on the GANHRI meetings which took place 4-7 March. During the conference, a side meeting on SDGs and monitoring took place, which was very informative. The Commission also provided statements to the Human Rights Council on children’s rights, SDGs and the right to food. The Legal Officer attended the meeting of the Commonwealth Forum of NHRIs. The NIHRC is currently interim Chair, and the position of Chair will become vacant shortly. There was some discussion on whether the Commission might want to be nominated as Chair, but no decision was required at this stage.  

KC met with UPR Info and also attended a side meeting with the other UK NHRIs to discuss Brexit, UPR coordination and the forthcoming JCHR evidence session. EHRC has agreed to set up a joint meeting with the Commission and  the Department for Exiting the European Union.
Action 
6. It was agreed it would be useful to invite the Commission’s Research Officer to a future meeting of the Commission to provide an update on monitoring work in relation to SDGs and how to effectively use the data.
5. FRAC Update
CN provided an update on the FRAC meeting which took place on 17 February. The minutes were previously circulated. 
Some discussion took place on the Commission’s developing research database and its potential to be a useful external resource to others. 
Action
7. CN will schedule a conversation with SPCB on the current membership of FRAC and the value of inviting an external independent member to sit on FRAC. This would be somebody with an accountancy/financial background, not linked to the AAB.
8. It was agreed that a FRAC member should accompany JR/CN to any future meetings with SPCB of a financial nature.
6. UPR Update and Report from DQ
DQ introduced his paper which outlines the key areas of activity that the Commission is engaging with in the lead up to the UK review to take place on 4 May 2017. A summary was provided on key activities to date and the next steps leading up to the review. 

A coordinated plan for advocacy and engagement was agreed with the other two UK NHRIs earlier in the year. Engagement will take place by three stands; UK advocacy, Geneva based advocacy and national advocacy. Comms teams from the UK NHRIs will work together to ensure coordinated messaging for the purpose of embassy visits and for a statement to be delivered to the Joint Committee on Human Rights (JCHR). The JCHR evidence session on the UPR is taking place in London on 26 April, which JR will attend. 

Seven advocacy papers have been drafted on the themes of incorporation of UN treaties, gender equality, childrens rights, justice and safety, race and religion, social security and realisation of socio-economic rights. They will form a suite of papers, highlighting the Commission’s recommendations to be shared with target states and the designated troika (Albania, Ethiopia and Mongolia) for the review.
A copy of the Commission’s report has been sent to all London based embassies and on 28 February DQ conducted joint visits to a number of those embassies. On 23 March, the Commission will host a breakfast meeting with Consulate Heads based in Scotland. 

On 7 April, JR, KC, DQ and BA will attend the UPR Info pre-session in Geneva. The purpose of the session is to offer NGOs and NHRIs the opportunity to brief permanent delegations and provide a space to engage directly with states prior to the review. The Commission will also carry out bi-lateral meetings with representatives from the Permanent Missions to discuss Scottish recommendations. The Commission is also liaising with GANHRI to explore the possibility of hosting a side meeting in Geneva, closer to the time of the review.  On the day of the review, 4 May, the Commission is looking in to the possibility of hosting an event to live broadcast the review to civil society attendees.
7. New Commissioner Discussion
The Commissioners discussed the preferred skillset they would like to see for the new part time Member of the Commission to be recruited when the term of office for MS will end in August 2017. 

Action 
9. JR will liaise with office holder services at SPCB to request the Commission to be consulted during the recruitment process.
8. Any Other Business
8.1 Legal Officer Recruitment
The Commission offered their congratulations on the appointment of Bruce Adamson to be the next Children and Young Persons’ Commissioner for Scotland. He will commence post in May. There was discussion on the timeline for recruiting his successor at the Commission and of the existing job specification of the Legal Officer role.

Action 
10. It was agreed that JR, KC and SK will be on the interview panel. The current job description will be circulated for any revisions to be made and the timeline for recruitment will be agreed by email.
8.2 NPM

The UK NPM business meeting took place in London on 14 March, which AM and DQ attended. AM provided an update and it was agreed that on behalf of the Commission he is going to write to the Chair of the NPM to suggest some revision to the way the meetings are run currently. 
Action
11. AM to circulate a draft letter to the Commission for approval.
8.3 Hate crime legislation
JR confirmed that she has recently been invited to sit on the Reference Group for the independent review of hate crime legislation, convened by Lord Bracadale.
Action 
12. After discussion it was agreed that JR would follow up discussion with the reference group secretariat to outline reservations about taking up the invite in relation to duplication of the mandate in relation to EHRC and resource allocation, before reaching a firm decision. 
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