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SHRC Board Meeting

Monday 5th December 2011
Boardroom, SPSO, Edinburgh

10:30 – 13:00
Present: Professor Alan Miller (Chair)


  Professor Kay Hampton


  Shelagh McCall


  Matt Smith

In Attendance:  Gemma Goodwin (Minute Secretary)



  Duncan Wilson (Head of Strategy and Legal)



  Clare Nicolson – items 5.1 and 6.2  (Business Manager)
1. Minutes of previous meeting 

The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 7th November 2011 were approved with minor adjustments.

2. Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.
3. Matters arising
AM to have a follow up meeting with Scottish Government officials on the proposed Single Police Force. The Commission submitted its response to the Commission of Inquiry on a UK Bill of Rights and received a positive response from abroad range of interested bodies. The Commission’s response to UPR also received positive coverage and it was noted that a number of submissions were also submitted from civil society.  

AM met with the UK Minister of Europe at the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe during its meeting in Edinburgh.  
DW gave evidence to the Petitions Committee on the AAF, the evidence was well received and well covered by the media.  
4. Chairs Report

A number of strategically important developments have taken place. This included AM giving a keynote presentation on reform of the European Court of Human Rights at the Wilton Park conference which was hosted by the UK in its capacity as Chairman of the Council of Europe .  AM is also to meet with the Commission of Enquiry on a UK Bill of Rights and has been invited to give evidence to the Scottish Parliament Justice Committee as MSPs examine plans by the UK coalition government around the future of the Human Rights Act.  AM also met with Thomas Hammarberg the Commissioner for Human Rights for the Council of Europe to brief him on  the UK Bill of Rights ahead of his pending UK visit.  AM had a meeting with the Minister for Community, Safety and Legal Affairs Roseanna Cunningham and the Cabinet Secretary for Justice, Kenny McAskill to discuss the on going work of the Commission and the UK Bill of Rights in particular.  
5. Matters for Decision
5.1 Amendment to Staff Handbook (Grievance Procedure)
CN took questions on how to improve current procedures.
KH requested not only that the policy be improved as proposed by having greater separation of duty but that a procedure document also be created to outlining clearly what would happen at each stage.
6. AOB

The Commission discussed and approved with minor adjustments the draft formal response to the Scottish Government consultation on same sex marriage
Date of next meeting Monday 6 February.
