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SHRC Commission Meeting

Monday 3rd December 2012

The Mews, Edinburgh

10:30 – 14:30
Present: Professor Alan Miller (Chair)


  Professor Kay Hampton


  Shelagh McCall

              Matt Smith

In Attendance:  Sharon Barbour (Minute Secretary)



  Duncan Wilson (Head of Legal and Strategy)



  Clare Nicolson (Business Manager)

During the morning session a meeting of all staff and Commissioners took place to formally run through the itinerary for the InterActions to be hosted by the Commission on 10 December. In addition some updates were provided by AM as follows;

· Positive feedback has been received following the recent visit of the Permanent Secretary, Sir Peter Housden to the SHRC office. Going forward it is proposed that a meeting with SHRC and Cabinet Secretary, John Swinney, will be arranged in the New Year. The Scottish Government will commit to SNAP on 10 December which will be conveyed in Roseanna Cunningham’s opening speech at the event. Kenny MacAskill has previously introduced a paper on what the SG position on SNAP should be. The SG has indicated that it agrees in principle to apply a human rights based approach to policy matters.
· The Advisory Council meeting which took place took on 28 November was reflected upon and was considered to have been extremely helpful to the further progression of preparations for the National Action Plan.

1. Minutes of previous meeting 
The minutes of the meeting held on Friday 2nd November 2012 were approved with minor adjustments.
2. Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.

3. Matters arising

· CN provided an update on the Glasgow office move which took place at the beginning of November. There have been a few IT glitches, but otherwise all went smoothly. KH requested it was formally minuted that she is a trustee of SAMH who co-own the premises at Brunswick House, where the two SHRC hotdesks are now located. 

· MS reported that his nomination to Chair the short life working party on social work complaints had not been confirmed. This would be pursued further with Ministers and would be the subject of a later report.
· AM has circulated the UK Bill of Rights draft response today. Feedback from Commissioners will be provided over the next couple of days.

· It was agreed to review the scorecard used for determining which consultations to respond to, at either the January or February Commission meeting. DQ is currently preparing a paper on the constitutional landscape post 2014 and so this will be discussed at Commissioner level shortly.
· AM provided an update on the joint statement that was to be released following the meeting of the UK and Irish NHRIs in Belfast on 16 November. Although a statement was drafted, it was decided not to formally release a joint statement for publication. Nevertheless, the Commissions agree to continue to work together in a cooperative manner.  

Any Other Business
Leveson - It was discussed whether the Commission should take a view on the findings of the Leveson Report. AM has requested that JJ and DQ scope out a draft position for consideration. KH requested that she is allowed to take an individual view on this due to her personal principles on the matter. 

Recruitment – CN provided an update on the recruitment timetable for the position of Outreach Coordinator. A draft schedule has been approved by AM and it is anticipated that the post will be advertised before Christmas, with interviews to take place on 22 January 2013.

Date of next meeting, Monday 21 January 2013 in Edinburgh.
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