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SHRC Commission Meeting

Monday 3rd June 2013
Boardroom, Edinburgh

10:30 – 15:00
Present: Professor Alan Miller (Chair)


  Matt Smith

              Shelagh McCall

In Attendance:  Sharon Barbour (Minute Secretary)



  Duncan Wilson (Head of Legal and Strategy)



  Clare Nicolson (Business Manager)
                          Jenifer Johnston (Items 5.1, 5.2 & 6.1 )

                          Diego Quiroz (Item 5.2)
                          Vicki Prais (Item 4)
                          Deirdre Flanigan (Item 6.1)
Apologies: Professor Kay Hampton

1. Minutes of previous meeting 
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 13th May 2013 were approved, subject to minor adjustments.
2. Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.

3. Matters arising

· AM provided an update on the EHRC roundtable on constitutional reform which DQ attended on 21 May. 
· DW provided an update on the two meetings which have taken place for the Historic Abuse Interaction project. On 22 May survivors and institutions attended a meeting which focused on the value of exploring apology law. The follow up meeting on 28 May focused on the issue of reparations via a national survivor support fund, which was also attended by the representatives from the Scottish Government. On 17 June an open event will take place for survivors followed by a second InterAction on 20 June to seek agreement on a draft framework for an action plan. 

· There was some discussion on whether strategic discussions on thematic issues should be formally minuted. It was agreed that there would be no need for this, unless a decision is required to be recorded (in which case it should appear as a separate matter for decision in the meeting agenda).
4. Chairs Report
The purpose of this month’s Chair’s Report is to provide an update on the evidence which AM gave on behalf of the Commission to the Welfare Reform Committee on 28 May. Austerity measures, most notably the ‘bedroom tax’ are a human rights priority issue in Scotland, owing to the scale and gravity of the impact of rights interference. In his evidence, AM outlined the need for incorporation of UN economic, social and cultural rights and criticised the DWP for failing to undertake an effective human rights impact assessment. The evidence was well received and there was broad positive coverage for the Commission’s position from the press and media. 
AM also suggested that the Commission works with COSLA and other relevant actors to develop a framework of rights and responsibilities, including in relation to the existing housing discretionary payment fund and how to adopt a human rights based approach. 
The Commission also agreed to work with law centres and advice agencies engaged with this matter.

AM referred to an event on austerity and human rights which is taking place in Brussels on 13 June and will be the first public event to be hosted by the European Network of NHRIs. It has been organised to shed light on the experiences of Greece, Spain and Ireland following the introduction of their recent austerity measures and to analyse the impact these policy changes have had on the realisation of economic, social and cultural rights in these countries. 
VP confirmed that she is currently tracking developments within civil society re welfare reform and also following the progress of legal challenges in England. 

DW provided an update on his meetings in Geneva last week which were organised to mark the 20th anniversary of the Vienna World Conference on Human Rights. A series of meetings focused on economic, social and cultural rights with a reflection on various mission reports. It was heartening to hear that the Commission is following best practice recommendations via the development of a national action plan for human rights.  DW confirmed that the post-2015 sustainable development goals, replacing the Millennium Development Goals, are expected to become universal and not just apply to developing countries, so this is very relevant for the Commission. 
5. Matters for Decision
5.1 Annual Report

In the last couple of weeks the draft Annual Report has been circulated by email for comments and feedback. All are happy with the tone and content of the Introduction which is the latest section to have been re-edited. There was discussion of the remaining sections of the document which JJ will edit accordingly and re-circulate by email for final approval. 
5.2 Commonwealth Games
JJ and DQ recently met with the members of the Organising Committee for the Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games. There was a discussion about the potential legacy items from the Games to ensure that social and environmental sustainability and to promote the realisation of human rights.  A range of opportunities was informally discussed during the initial meeting with the Games organisers.  
6. Background Information (for matters arising)
6.1 Project Update, Communications and Outreach

JJ and DF presented a paper on the Communications and Outreach functions, strategy and milestones and how these are aligned to the Strategic and Operational Plans.
Discussion focused on a number of elements and particular reference was made to what the Commission’s expectations should be in increasing its social media reach. JJ outlined the progress of the Twitter account which is very active. It was noted that people are creating and customising their own news content and this is something which the Commission needs to bear in mind in its own communications strategy. 

There was also come discussion on the Commission’s outreach strategy which tends to be ad-hoc at the moment while DF settles into post. DF is happy at this time with this approach which can be revised in due course. 
6.2 SNAP Update

DW provided an update on SNAP. Since the last Commission meeting, a second Drafting Group meeting has taken place with another to take place on 10 June. Progress continues to be made and DW also explained the rationale as to why some  themes have been slightly modified from the original ‘Getting It Right’ report.
6.3 ICC Engagement

SB circulated the most recent European Network group email. No further discussion was required.
6.4 Commission Meetings Calendar

This is to be updated as per discussion in item 6.1
7. Any Other Business
· Policy Reviews – As part of the Business Excellence project, CN is currently conducting a general review of existing Commission policies and identifying gaps. As it would take too long to schedule comments and approval of such policies via monthly Commission meetings, CN checked whether Commissioners would be happy to review these by email on an as and when basis. 

· UK & Irish NHRI Annual Meeting - AM confirmed that it is the Commission’s turn to host the 4 NHRI meeting for 2013 (it hosted the first meeting in 2009). Owing to the fact that there was some difficulty at getting an agreed joint statement to be presented on behalf of the UK NHRIs at the recent ICC meeting in Geneva, it was suggested that the need to enhance cooperation between the NHRIs should be a main focus as an agenda item.
· Commissioner Annual Reviews – AM discussed arrangements for the annual Chair review of Commissioners. 
Date of next meeting, Monday 1 July 2013 in Edinburgh.
PAGE  
1

