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SHRC Commission Meeting

Monday 2nd December 2013
Boardroom, Edinburgh

10:30am – 2pm
Present: Professor Alan Miller (Chair)

              Professor Kay Hampton


  Matt Smith


  Shelagh McCall

In Attendance:  Sharon Barbour (Minute Secretary)



  Duncan Wilson (Head of Legal and Strategy)



  Clare Nicolson (Business Manager)
 The meeting commenced with tribute paid to the victims of the Clutha bar helicopter disaster in Glasgow.                         

1. Minutes of previous meeting 
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 4th November 2013 were approved with minor amendments.
2. Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.

3. Matters arising

· DW confirmed that a meeting is in the process of being agreed between the big five care providers and church representatives, re historic abuse.  
· AM provided an update re the 4 NHRI meeting which the Commission hosted on 7 November, as KH had been unavailable to attend.  Draft minutes have been circulated for feedback from the other Commissions. AM agreed that it was unfortunate that due to pressures of time, prior consultation with the participating NHRIs did not happen in order to seek responses in time. This was also the reason why reporting roles for members of the Commission were not allocated in advance. At the meeting on 7 November it was also evident that while many joint actions had been agreed at the Belfast meeting of 2012, these actions had not been implemented. The respective Commissions need to be mindful of which joint actions in the future can be realistically achieved. On the positive side, however, it was noted that meaningful substantive discussion was improved from previous meetings and positive feedback had been expressed by external participants following the event. 
4. Chairs Report
AM circulated the Draft Resolution adopted by the ENNHRI General Assembly on 15 November in Budapest. He confirmed that there was a real sense of momentum  demonstrated at the meeting and consensus was reached relatively easy. 
On 17 February 2014, the ENNHRI strategic plan will be launched in Brussels. Scotland House, based in Brussels has offered to host the launch, a seminar and reception. AM explained that it was a norm within ICC that the government of an NHRI which had leadership responsibilities within ICC provided support during the period of office of the NHRI. It was also agreed that appropriate protocols as regards the UK government should also be observed. 
5. Matters for Decision
None

6. Background Information (for matters arising)
6.1 ICC Engagement
AM confirmed the date of the ICC meeting from 10-12 March 2014. As papers arrive in due course, they will be circulated. The Commissioners will indicate in due course whether they are available to attend.
6.2 Commission Meetings Calendar
It was agreed to reschedule the May Commission meeting to Wed 7 May 2014. SMc may not be able to attend the Commission meeting on 13 January 2014, however, it was agreed not to reschedule this meeting. 
It was agreed that a draft of the conceptual paper on human rights and equalities, being prepared by KC, will be discussed at the February Commission if completed by then.
6.3 Commissioner Ambassadorial Opportunities
31 January is now confirmed as the date for AM and MS to meet with the COSLA leadership. DW confirmed that the finalisation of the historic abuse action plan is now likely to be March 2014. It was agreed to update the calendar with the SNAP evaluation/monitoring dates.
7. Any Other Business
The Commissioners discussed aspects of the White Paper (‘Scotland’s Future – Your Guide to an Independent Scotland’) which was published by the Scottish Government on 26 November. DW provided a summary of the references to human rights and equalities which were made in Chapter 10 – Building a Modern Democracy. 
It was decided that it would not be appropriate for the Commission to  issue a statement on the White Paper. The Commission will assist with shaping the agenda following the outcome of the referendum in September 2014. The paper which the Commission published in March 2013 will remain the foundation of what the Commission says as regards the referendum. 
DW will circulate a link to a paper which EHRC published last week on the Scottish referendum. The paper presents different options on the constitutional landscape with a number of broad conclusions. 

SNAP Preparation
During the afternoon the Commissioners and all staff met to agree a run through of the arrangements for events on 10 December regarding the media and stakeholder launch of SNAP. Supporting events have also been arranged at Edinburgh University and the Scottish Parliament to promote the launch of SNAP and to celebrate International Human Rights Day. 
Date of next meeting in Edinburgh, Monday 13 January 2014
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