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SHRC Commission Meeting

Monday 2nd June 2014
Boardroom, Edinburgh

10:30am – 12:30pm
Present: Professor Alan Miller (Chair)

              Professor Kay Hampton


  Matt Smith

In Attendance:  Sharon Barbour (Minute Secretary)



  Clare Nicolson (Business Manager)


  Duncan Wilson (Head of Strategy & Legal)

                          Bruce Adamson (Legal Officer) Item 6.1
                          Emma Hutton (Communications & Outreach Manager) Item 6.4
Apologies: Shelagh McCall

1. Minutes of previous meeting 
The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 7th May were approved.
2. Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.

3. Matters arising

· AM confirmed that a meeting on the previously discussed confidential item will take place later on 2 June and a report will be provided at the next Commission meeting. 
· DW confirmed that Operational Planning budget reviews and capacity planning are ongoing. CN provided an update on subscription renewals. EH is now engaged in the fellowship review process and she will meet with DW and CN on 3 June to progress this. 
· It was raised that the Commission should budget for money to go to the use of its inquiry powers.  DW confirmed that there is a modest allocation of £2000 to the legal powers project. This will be kept under review and look to resource as appropriate. 
· The death in detention discussion roundtable took place on 21 May, which AH attended on behalf of the Commission. It was a positive event and should produce a useful piece of work. 
· DW confirmed that the deadline for submitting the Annual Report will be 31 October. EH will be developing a revised timetable for the refresh and production of the Annual Report. 
· SMc has confirmed prior to this meeting, that she will join FRAC as a Member to replace KH. 
· DW provided an update on the historic abuse work. The Commission is currently in the process of facilitating a meeting between survivors and Roseanna Cunningham MSP along with the Justice Secretary. A smaller meeting will take place initially, followed up by a meeting with a broad range of survivors. The role of the Commission will be to contextualise discussion within the interaction framework. Dates are still to be scheduled.  
On 17 June, around 50 key people from different sectors and survivors will meet for an InterAction update event in Glasgow. The event will include a report on the InterAction Action Plan Consultation, and an update on related activity and updates on meetings with key stakeholders. This will be a stepping stone to a full recall meeting in October for concrete actions to be agreed. 
On 29 May the Commission met with key providers of care including representatives from religious bodies. This meeting explored concerns around the interaction process. There is now lots of momentum around the issue and goodwill has been built up. 
There has been some recent media coverage on the issue.  The Commission is engaging with all of the parties whilst maintaining the integrity of the interaction process. 
4. Chair’s Report 
AM provided an update on some recent changes at the SPCB. Ken Hughes is now in post as the new Chief Executive and he had an introductory meeting with AM on 19 May.   
5. Matters for Decision
There are no matters for decision this month.

6. Background Information (for matters arising)
6.1 SHRC Evidence to European & External Relations Committee
BA provided the background to the Commission being asked to provide evidence on 12 June. In the event of a Yes vote following the referendum , the Committee is interested in understanding what the mechanics of Scotland’s human rights commitments and obligations would be in relation to  membership in international bodies. The evidence session will take place as a roundtable session. 
6.2 SNAP Update
DW provided an update on the SNAP Action Groups. The groups for Better Culture and Standard of Living are due to meet next week. The action group on Health and Social Care is due to meet at the end of June. Meetings for the groups on  Better World and Access to Justice are still to be scheduled, but hopefully this will also be the end of June. AH will attend most of these meetings to present on the work of the Monitoring  Progress group. AH and DQ are currently developing draft outcome frameworks. On 18 June the next Monitoring Group progress will take place.
Invites have now gone out to the Leadership Panel members with a positive uptake so far. The Leadership Panel will meet on 7 October. 
It is anticipated that a meeting of the Innovation Forum will take place in December. The purpose of this forum is to examine best practice for implementing a broader range of UN treaty rights including economic, social and cultural rights and it will shape how the InterAction is likely to work for 10 December. The Innovation Forum will examine a balance of themes looking at theory and practice and international and domestic experiences . DW clarified that the agenda for the Innovation Forum will be shaped by the SNAP Action Groups . 

6.3 FRAC Minutes
The minute of the FRAC meeting held on 6 May was circulated for consideration. 
AM thanked KH for her work to date in chairing FRAC. CN will check on dates for future FRAC meetings as SMc may not be able to make the dates currently scheduled.

DW and EH are to have informal exploratory discussions with the Big Lottery re exploring alternative funding options. 

6.4 Update on refresh/action plan for Communication & Outreach Strategy
Emma Hutton formally introduced herself to the Members of the Commission and provided her background prior to taking up the maternity cover post as Communication and Outreach Manager. She presented on her priorities and strategy for the coming months which include developing stakeholder analysis, improving the accessibility of the Commission’s website and bringing the story of SNAP to life. She also aims to use SNAP as a platform to engage with the referendum debate. 
Additionally two Commission briefings on lines to take re Armed Police and Stop and Search were provided by EH.
6.5 ICC Engagement
AM confirmed that a new staff member starts work with Debbie Kohner on 9 June. This was the post that was created as a direct result of the Scottish Government funding and will now free up Debbie Kohner, the Director, to devote more time to securing a future funding stream. 
The response to the pilot NHRI Academy of the European Network of National Human Rights Institutions (ENNHRI) to be held in Budapest the week of 23 June has been very good. 35 NHRIs will participate. DF will attend on behalf of the Commission. AM will participate as a trainer and ENNHRI Chair. 

AM confirmed that the Commission will be a member of the Advisory Group re ENNHRI project on the  rights of older persons. 

6.6 Commission Meetings Calendar 
Due to summer holiday commitments, it was agreed to cancel the Commission meeting scheduled for 7 July. The next Commission meeting will take place on 4 August.
6.7 Commissioner Ambassadorial Opportunities

The current list of forthcoming opportunities was circulated for consideration. There were no further additions. 
7. Any Other Business
There was brief discussion on a consultation on the membership of the boards of public bodies. The Commission has yet to receive a request to respond. 
Date of next meeting in Edinburgh, Monday 4 August 2014
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